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Abstract

Referring to the Hadith teachings, this research explains the place of "Imam’s
Wilayah (guardianship)" in "religion" and establishes a more complete religious
foundation that can improve the popular perception of religion. In the common
definitions, religion means "Shari‘a“" which, in its most complete form, includes the
three areas of "ethics, beliefs, and statements", but based on the teachings of
revelation, the main and central element of religion in a positive way is "Wilayah"
which begins of “the Wilayah of Almighty God” and through “the Wilayah of the
purified Imams” flows over other creatures. "The Divine Wilayah" is the flow of
guidance and guardianship of man, which leads to his growth through the path of
voluntary choice of man and acceptance of this guardianship (fawallr). On the contrast,
there is the current of Wilayah of Taghiit (lit. tyrant but meant all kinds of satanic, evil
or non-divine forces), which is the current of human astray. Both the currents of
Wilayah of the right and Wilayah of the false are under the "divinity" of God
Almighty, therefore, God's divinity can be considered as the source and origin of
religion, but the reality of religion lies at the first level of "the divine Wilayah" and
then flows in "Shari‘a". On this basis, "Shari‘a" is the rites of acceptance of this
guardianship (fawalli). By referring to narrative texts about Imam's Wilayah and
categorizing them, in this research this hypothesis is proven that religion should be
defined on the axis of "Wilayah" and not "divinity" and "Shari‘a"
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