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Abstract

Silsilah al-Thahab (the Golden Chain) is the title of narrations in which there are
several infallible imams, each imam narrates the narration from his father and finally
it ends with God, the Prophet, Amir al-Mu minin or Imam Hussayn (AS). For these
hadiths, there is no specific definition in terms of the beginning or the end or the
number of Imams in its document. What is important is the existence of chain of
several infallible Imams in its document. Therefore, narrations that have a chain
consisting of at least three infallible Imams are also included under this title. The
collection, comparison and analysis of such hadiths on the issue of Imamate led us to
significant findings on the issues of Wilayah (Guardianship), immediate caliphate,
appointment of Imamate, infallibility, knowledge, number, status and place of Imam
and the position of Amir al-Mu minin (the Commander of the Faithful; “AlD); there
have been achieved evidence and a valid answer to some doubts in this area, the
most important of which is the doubt of the development and evolution of religious
beliefs over time. The authenticity of some Shiite beliefs in imamate is another
achievement of this research. The present article has been written for this purpose
and with a statistical-analytical method.

Keywords: ‘Uyinu Akhbar al-Rida (AS), Silsilah al-Thahab (the Golden Chain),
imamate, doubts about the study of imamate.
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