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Divine Concealment, Human Free Will
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Abstract

Couldn't God make himself clearer than what he is so that there is no way to deny
his existence? Was the Almighty God not able to provide evidence of His presence
and existence to mankind in such a way that he has no other way but to accept God?
How can this concealment of God be combined with the belief in His complete
guiding? These questions have been raised by philosophers who believe in
concealment and based on them, they have challenged the plausibility of beliefin God.
They believe that it is not reasonable to believe in a God who could have revealed
himself, but did not. To answer these questions, one should not only pay attention to
God's guiding; Because other variables are also effective in solving this equation.
Elements such as human free will which is one of the most important requirements to
achieve human perfection. This article tries to explain the relationship between divine
concealment and the maximum human free will and challenge the claims of the
philosophers who believe in concealment. In the path of this challenge and
explanation, it has used both rational arguments and Qur anic theology; Because the
Holy Quran, despite being Y¢<%+ + years old, has useful content in explaining why God
is hidden, even though it has not been explained in the concealment literature. Finally,
the conclusion was reached that although it was possible for God to reveal himself
more than the current amount, but as God's manifestation increased, man's free will to
believe in him or deny him would decrease. This is in conflict with the necessity of
maximum human free will.

Keywords: Divine Concealment, Divine guiding, human free will, theism,
atheism.
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Y. The argument from divine hiddenness .
¢. Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche.
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