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the Thoughts of Iranian Salafism
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Abstract

Due to misunderstanding in discerning the dignity of the Imams, the Iranian
Salafism, like some enlightened intellectuals, has suffered negligence and failure,
and they have denied any attribute or virtue for Imams under the pretext of ghuluww
(lit. extremism or exaggeration). The present article is an exploration of the harms of
the ghuluww phenomenon from the point of view of this nascent trend, which, by
presenting evidences, has explained the semantics, thematics, indicators and fields of
ghuluww from the point of view of this trend. In the opinion of this group, being
superhuman, opposing the Qur'an, and the Hadith narrator being ghalr (extremist or
exaggerator) or being accused of ghuluww are three criteria for a belief to be
extremist. Not paying attention to the exact separation of the meaning of
superhuman, considering rationally impossible and comparing the positions of the
Imams with their own ideas, not paying attention to the family of Qur anic verses in
a subject or in other words all the verses together, not distinguishing between the
independence or non-independence of the superhuman dignities and improper
impression of Ridjal knowledge are among the most important causes of such
illusions. This revisionist current have mentioned different fields for this
phenomenon that are considerable and investigable.

Keywords: ghuluww (extremism), the ghalis (extremists), superhuman,
accusation of ghuluww, Iranian Salafism.
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