
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Knowing the Harms of Ghuluww in 
the Thoughts of Iranian Salafism 

 
 Mohammad Mehdi Mousavi1 

Abstract  

Salafism, like some enlightened intellectuals, has suffered negligence and failure, 
ghuluww 

(lit. extremism or exaggeration). The present article is an exploration of the harms of 
the ghuluww phenomenon from the point of view of this nascent trend, which, by 
presenting evidences, has explained the semantics, thematics, indicators and fields of 
ghuluww from the point of view of this trend. In the opinion of this group, being 
superhuman, opposing the Qur'an, and the  (extremist or 
exaggerator) or being accused of ghuluww are three criteria for a belief to be 
extremist. Not paying attention to the exact separation of the meaning of 
superhuman, considering rationally impossible and comparing the positions of the 

anic verses in 
a subject or in other words all the verses together, not distinguishing between the 
independence or non-independence of the superhuman dignities and improper 
impression of  knowledge are among the most important causes of such 
illusions. This revisionist current have mentioned different fields for this 
phenomenon that are considerable and investigable. 
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1  http://www.intjz.net/maqalat/sh-qolov.html  
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