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Abstract

Sha'n (pl. shu'tin) is a special duty or act which is exclusively demanded by the
place of Imamah. Although the content of this teaching had been paid attention to
among the Muslim theological works sporadically, firstly the term “Sha'n” has not
been used in traditional literature and, secondly, there is no comparative examination
of this issue between the inter Shi‘T trends. Thus it is adequate to deal with this issue
with this literature and a new and systematic view. The shu'@in on Imam is one the
important issues of Studying Imamah that has various existential, legal, individual and
social aspects. The purpose of this writing to comparatively examine two Shi‘T
conceptions of the Imam’s shu'in with an emphasis on the views of al-Hadi ila
al-Haqq (Zaydi) and Sheikh Mufid (Ithnay‘ AsharT) and analyzing the consequences of
the shu'tin in both thoughts. Considering the definition of the Zaydiyyah of Imamah,
al-Hadf is in agreement to Sheikh Mufid in the religious knowledge authority, the
generality of political and economic authority, and, by explaining the special political
functions such the principle of inviting people to himself, armed uprising etc., he
highlights the specifics of Zaydiyyah view in this issue. Accordingly, the Jihadi and
uprising characteristics in Zaydiyyah made the Imamah before everything a Jihadi
structure and liken the Imamabh to a political and governmental affair. Considering the
domain of Imamah definition to worldly and religious leadership, Sheikh Mufid names
of the existential shu'tn of the Imam in the material world such as miracle, afterlife
shu’tin, religious and worldly leadership in addition to the social and afterlife shu'an
that the Zaydis believe in. On the basis of his view in ‘ismah (inerrancy), the Imam has
an inerrant and high management in all his shu'in and this issue makes Imamah in the
Imamiyyah an irreplaceable matter.

Keywords: the Imam’s shu'tn, Imamah, Imamiyyah, Sheikh Mufid, al-Hadi ila
al-Haqq.
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