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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze and evaluate the objections raised by lbn Taymiyya to
the Hadith of Knowing the Imam (Hadith al-Ma rifa). In his work Minhdj al-Sunna,
Ibn Taymiyya adopts a critical approach to Shiite beliefs and raises various objections
to the chain of transmission and the interpretation of this hadith. For instance, he
argues that the hadith, "He who dies without knowing the Imam of his time dies a
death of ignorance," is not authoritative, that it refers only to those who fight against
the Imam, that knowing the Imam is not a matter of faith, and that knowing a hidden or
occulted Imam is of no benefit. This article adopts a descriptive-analytic method with a
critical approach, examining Sunni sources and the views of scholars concerning the
Hadith of Knowing the Imam to address Ibn Taymiyya’s claims. It concludes that his
objections are unfounded, as religious doctrines establish that knowing the Imam is a
religious matter, and an occulted Imam holds significance, such as the mediation of
divine grace.

Keywords: lbn Taymiyya, Hadith of Knowing the Imam, the occulted Imam,
knowing the Imam, death of ignorance.
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