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Abstract

Various historical events led to the emergence of theological movements such
as the Khawarij, Ash‘aris, and Mu ‘tazilis, each with numerous branches and distinct
characteristics, which gave rise to diverse interpretations of faith (iman). Religious
scholars, who were influential figures in the intellectual currents of their time—like
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, known as the "Head of the Skeptics" (Imam al-Mushakkikin)
and a prominent figure of the Ash‘ari school, and Qadi al-Qudat ‘Abd al-Jabbar
al-Hamadani, a representative of Mu ‘tazili thought—positioned the concept of iman as
a fundamental element within the religious discourse, developing detailed views on
the nature, characteristics, and rulings of faith. This study compares ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s
perspective, which defines zman as encompassing both affirmation (tasdig) and the
performance of obligatory and recommended acts, with that of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi,
who considers man to be purely a matter of inner affirmation of the heart. The
research examines the differences in their views regarding the nature, components, and
attributes of zman in order to understand its role within their respective intellectual-
theological frameworks and to highlight the distinctive features of their perspectives.

Keywords: action and faith, decrease and increase, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Qadi
‘Abd al-Jabbar.
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