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the Prophet’s Remarks

Seyed Hasan Mousavi Asl*
Abstract

Among the reasons cited to identify the true denomination within Islam are the
Verse of Wilaya, the Hadith of Wilaya, and the Hadith of Ghadir. In all three of these
transmitted proofs, the term "wali" is used. Consequently, any doubts regarding the
meaning of this term would exclude these proofs from the category of explicit textual
evidence (al-nass al-jali), making it challenging to use them in establishing
the imamate of Amir al-Mu minin ‘Ali. In their works, ‘Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn
Lakhnawi and ‘Allamah Amini have presented ample contextual evidence to
demonstrate that the term "wali" signifies "awla bi-I-tasarruf* (best qualified for
authority). However, this article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine
all instances of the use of this term in the Prophet’s remarks. The conclusion derived
from a comprehensive survey of the Prophet's use of the term "wali" indicates
that it means “best qualified for authority” by a self-specifying coinage (al-wad"
al-ta ‘ayyuni) or a prevalent connotation (insiraf). By establishing this, the evidential
significance of the aforementioned proofs in affirming the imamate of Amir al-
Mu minin ‘All becomes clear, allowing these proofs to be considered as explicit
textual evidence in support of the Imami position.

Keywords: Amir al-Mu minin ‘Ali, explicit textual evidence, best qualified for
authority (awla bi-1-tasarruf), walr, guardianship.
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