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Unidentified Hypocrites and Their Significant Number:
Focusing on Verse 101 of Surah al-Tawba with
a Critical Approach to the Theory of the Justice of
the Companions

Ali Khorasani*
Abstract

From the verses of the Quran, including verse 101 of Surah al-Tawba, it becomes
evident that during the time of the Prophet, there existed a group of unidentified
hypocrites who were, in reality, dishelievers but were present among the other
Muslims and considered as sakaba (companions). This analytical and library-based
study aims to address the following questions: Does Quranic evidence suggest the
presence of unidentified hypocrites among the Muslims? What was the extent of this
presence—was it considerable or limited? And, is the presence of these unidentified
hypocrites compatible with the notion of the justice of all companions? Drawing upon
Quranic evidence, this research establishes both the existence and the significant
number of unidentified hypocrites among the companions. Furthermore, it
demonstrates the inconsistency of this presence with the notion of the justice of all
companions, as disbelief is incompatible with justice. Consequently, it is not tenable to
accept the rulings based on the presumed justice of all companions, including the
permissibility of emulating them in all matters.

Keywords: unidentified hypocrites, companions (sakaba), justice of the companions,
critique of the justice of the companions, verse 101 of al-Tawba.
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