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Abstract

One of the existential virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt in Shiite hadiths is their creation
from light before the creation of the world. According to these hadiths, the divine light
of the Ahl al-Bayt was transmitted to Adam after his creation, then passed down
through the line of the prophets, eventually reaching Prophet Muhammad and ‘Al
through their ancestors. Uri Rubin argues that early Shia used the concept of a
universal prophetic lineage to support the doctrine of the creation of the Ahl al-Bayt
from light, in order to assert the legitimacy of the Imams' caliphate. Given the
necessity and significance of the discussion regarding the legitimacy of the Imams, this
article employs a library-based research method with an analytical-critical approach to
examine both external and internal textual evidence for the doctrine of the creation
from light. Through analyzing reports concerning the light creation of the Ahl al-Bayt,
this study critically assesses Rubin's perspective. The analysis of the doctrine of
creation from light, based on external evidence, shows that the concept of creation
from light is a prophetic declaration of the Imams' existential superiority, and there
is no indication that it was used to argue for the legitimacy of their caliphate.
Furthermore, internal textual evidence, including Shiite interpretations of these
hadiths, contradicts Rubin's claim.

Keywords: Uri Rubin, chain of prophets, creation from light, Ahl al-Bayt’s
creation from light, proofs for imamate.
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1. Uri Rubin.
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1. The notion of a universal chain of prophets bearing a successive divine legacy was adapted to the
specific needs of various groups who vied for predominance in Islamic society. Each group tried to
gain for its leaders recognition as Muhammad’s exclusive heirs, from whom they inherited the
universal legacy that had reached him from the previous prophets. Among these groups the best
known are the Shi’is. They have developed the doctrine according to which the line of
transmission was continued after Muhammad through their own imams. The latter were described
as legatees of the prophets and as bearers of a divine light that they had inherited from the
prophets. This doctrine was designed to establish the status of the Shi’1 imams as agents of divine
inspiration and guidance.
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