
 

 

 

 
 
 

An Analysis of the Ahl al-Bayt s Religious Authority in 
Ba -

 Rouhollah Kalbasi  
 Seyed Ali Ahmadi Foroushani  

Abstract  
Since the beginning to the present, Imami theologians and scholars of hadith have 

explained the concept of imamate and the role of the Imam from various perspectives, 
such as general leadership, knowledge, divine succession, and being a divine proof 
( ujja). Additionally, imamate can be analyzed from other angles, such as religious 
authority ( ). This paper revisits the book Ba - , which focuses 
on divine scholars and provides such a characterization of imamate, in terms of religious 
authority and the dependence of the religion and community on that authority. 
According to the hadiths cited in Ba , humanity's path to achieving perfection in this 
world and the hereafter is contingent upon a person who is aware of divine will and 
deeply understands the needs of creatures. Thus, it is essential that such a person 
possesses unique qualities and a distinguished position. The definition 
of religion and the religious authority reflects this need, addressing the requirements 
of the faith, such as preservation, interpretation, exegesis, and addressing people s needs 
like guidance, resolving disputes, serving as a divine proof, and exercising guardianship 
( ). Accordingly, the hadiths in Ba  attribute certain characteristics and mandates 
to the religious authority, such as divine appointment, knowledge, power, delegation of 
religious matters, the Holy Spirit, and absolute obedience.  
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