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A Reflection on Avicenna’s View of the Ontology
and Semantics of Divine Attributes
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Abstract

In numerous works, Avicenna speaks of divine attributes and their relation to the
divine essence. He seeks to provide an account of divine attributes, in both ontological
and semantic terms, which does not compromise divine oneness and does not imply
God’s similarity to His creation. His views in various dimensions of the issue
sometimes appear different and even contradictory. In this research, we examine
Avicenna’s overall view of divine names and attributes as well as his philosophical
principles to derive his ultimate view of the matter. We conclude that, due to the
problems with the theory of the identification of God’s essence and attributes as well
as positive theology, particularly the composition and anthropomorphism problems,
Avicenna is ultimately inclined toward the denial of attributes from an ontological
perspective and toward negative and action theologies in his semantics, although given
his principles, he should be considered an advocate of the identification theory and
positive theology.

Keywords: Avicenna, divine attributes, conceptual unity, negation and relation,
denial of attributes, substitution (niyaba), identification (‘ayniyya), negative theology,
action theology, positive theology.
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