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Pledge of Allegiance to the Caliphs and Its
Consequences in Donaldson’s The Shi'ite Religion
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Abstract

Donaldson is an Orientalist known for his book The Shi'ite Religion, which remains
a significant and referenced work in Shiite studies. Therefore, analyzing and
evaluating his viewpoints is crucial for accurately conveying the teachings of Shiism in
the West. One of the contentious issues he emphasizes is Imam “Alr’s pledge of
allegiance (bay‘a) to the caliphs, based on which he draws several conclusions,
including the position of advisor to the caliph, mutual respect, and friendly cooperation
with the caliphs. The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical method,
examines and critiques sections of Chapter 2 of his book. In the general critiques, the
research method was found to be flawed due to reporting claims without proper
citations, reliance on unreliable sources, and incorrect analyses. Furthermore, the
content critique revealed that the very occurrence of the pledge of allegiance is
dubious. Even if it did occur, it was likely forced or pragmatic in nature. The
consultations and limited collaborations that followed were based on the Imam's duties
to preserve the foundation of Islam, guide the community, and defend the rights of the
oppressed. Therefore, Donaldson's claim of a voluntary pledge of allegiance and its
consequences in The Shi'ite Religion is subject to dispute.

Keywords: objections against Imamate, Donaldson, critique of Orientalists, The
Shi'ite Religion, pledge of allegiance to the caliphs, collaboration with the caliphs,
friendly relations with the caliphs.
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