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Analysis of Rational Arguments for
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Abstract

Given the Islamic doctrine of the resurrection of all souls, Muslim thinkers have sought
rational (philosophical) proofs for the soul’s survival after death. Investigating the rational
arguments for the survival of all souls is a key issue in theological literature. This article
analyzes the arguments offered by al-Muhaqqiq al-Tast and Mulla Sadra on this matter.
Al-Muhaqgiq al-Tast’s philosophical framework is based on a dual division of reality into
matter and intellect. While this principle struggles to account for the survival of souls that
have not attained the level of intellect, the arguments he presents nonetheless support
the possibility of the survival of all souls. In contrast, Mulla Sadra proposes several
independent arguments for the soul’s survival, but—as he himself acknowledges—these
only prove the continued existence of souls that have reached the level of intellect. His
view does not account for souls that have not achieved intellectual immateriality (tajarrud
‘aqli), and it seems inconsistent with his broader metaphysical system, which divides
reality into matter, imagination (the imaginal realm or mithal), and intellect. Based on this
system, all souls should be capable of survival. However, Sadra’s effort to demonstrate the
imaginal immateriality of the soul ultimately resolves the issue of the survival of all souls.

Keywords: survival, souls, rational (philosophical) proofs, al-Muhaqqiq al-Ttsi, Mulla
Sadra.
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