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Abstract

Ignaz Goldziher, the renowned Jewish scholar of Islamic studies, linked the Shiite
doctrine of the Prophet and Imams being the first creation and created from light (nir) to
Neoplatonic philosophy and related schools, basing his argument on superficial similarities
and evolutionary influence. He argued that this belief originated in ancient philosophical
schools and entered Shiism through Sunnism. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach
and drawing on the Quran, widely recognized hadiths, and established historical evidence,
this study critically evaluates Goldziher’s claim. It demonstrates that despite some apparent
similarities, the doctrines of the Prophet’s and Imams’ light-creation differ fundamentally
from Neoplatonic thought and that their origins lie in early Shiite beliefs and their
respective religious texts. Furthermore, a detailed comparison between this doctrine and
Neoplatonic and Gnostic theories reveals fundamental differences, indicating that their
evolutionary comparison is inaccurate and that this Shiite teaching cannot be considered the
result of external influence.

Keywords: Western researchers, Golziher, creation, light-creation, first creation, the
Prophet, Imams.
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