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The Principle of Rational Goodness and Badness and
Its Derivative Rules from the Perspective of Maturidiyya
in Comparison with Imamiyya
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Abstract

The focus of this study is to identify the points of convergence and divergence between
Maturidiyya and Imamiyya regarding divine actions, often referred to as “divine justice.”
To this end, the foundation of this discussion, namely the principle of rational goodness and
badness (husn wa qubl ‘agli) and its derivative rules, was selected. The method employed
is descriptive-comparative. The findings of this research indicate that there is near-
consensus between the two schools on the principle of rational goodness and badness, the
purposefulness of divine actions, gratitude toward the benefactor, and the prohibition of
imposing unbearable obligations (taklif ma la-yutag). Differences in these matters stem
from certain terminologies, such as “obligation upon God” (wwjab ‘ala Allah), and
misunderstandings surrounding these terms. Regarding the rules of salah (propriety), aslaj
(optimal good), and lugf (divine grace), Maturidiyya reject these rules, while in Imamiyya,
there is a diversity of opinions. The majority of Imami scholars accept salah and lugf, but
regarding aslak, most either reject it or adopt a nuanced position.

Keywords: rational goodness and badness, purposefulness of divine actions, salah
(propriety), aslaiz (optimal good), lusf (divine grace), gratitude toward the benefactor,
imposing unbearable obligation, Maturidiyya, Imamiyya.
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