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Abstract

Since the early second century AH, within the Imami community, there have been extensive
disagreements and contradictory hadiths regarding the concept of tafwid (delegation) to the
Imam. To clarify and resolve the conflict among these hadiths, a semantic analysis of tafwid is
essential. In its lexical sense, tafwid univocally refers to various forms of “entrustment,"
encompassing whether the authority and agency remain with the delegator or are relinquished.
The term tafwid to the Imam—during the era of their presence—is not precise enough to clearly
determine, based solely on these hadiths, the object, scope, and nature of divine agency
concerning the delegated matters. Therefore, each hadith has been semantically analyzed based
on textual and contextual evidence and classified according to conceptual dilemmatic
categorizations (hasr ‘agli) into the following types: First, independent tafwid, which is
rationally impossible and has been entirely negated in numerous hadiths addressing the
mufawwida (exaggerators of divine attributes) during the era of presence. Second, absolute
deterministic (jabri) tafwid, which is rationally permissible but not found in any hadiths. Third,
absolute commissioned (ma’miri) tafwid, which is rationally permissible and has been
established for angels in the realm of worldly and otherworldly creation, though some hadiths
negate its applicability to the Imam. Fourth, commissioned fafwid as an intermediate matter,
which is rationally permissible and has been affirmed in hadiths, both generally and sometimes
specifically, for the Imam in matters of legislation and worldly/otherworldly creation, with no
explicit hadith negating it. This categorization appears to be a significant step toward resolving
the conflict among hadiths on tafwid (delegation) to the Imam—a conflict that, since the mid-
second century AH, has fueled disputes among the Shia and led to accusations against Shias

from opponents.

Keywords: Delegation (fafwid), Mufawwida, Imam as creator and sustainer, existential
guardianship (wilaya takwiniyya), legislative guardianship (wilaya tashri‘7), mediator of divine
grace, divine and attribute exaggeration.
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