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Protecting the Shared Legacy of the Islamic Community by
Refuting Doubts about the Hadith “Indeed, Whoever Dies
with Love for the Family of Muhammad Dies as a Martyr”
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Abstract

This applied-critical article is written to defend the shared hadith heritage of Sunni and
Shia followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and to promote unity within
the Islamic community (Ummah). It addresses certain doubts surrounding the hadith,
“Whoever dies with love for the family of Muhammad dies as a martyr,” which is among
the common hadiths of both sects. Responses, both affirmative and refutative, are provided
based on the accepted principles of Sunni scholars, particularly Wahhabism. Accordingly,
given the numerous and significant sources transmitting the hadith from both Sunni and
Shia, especially Sunni sources, as well as the strength of the hadith’s chain of transmission
(sanad) and the reliability of its transmitters based on Sunni principles of hadith-transmitter
evaluation (jark wa-ta dil), the hadith’s authenticity and issuance are affirmed.
Furthermore, the critiques of the hadith, whether concerning its chain of transmission or its
signification, are deemed debatable. In addition to its authentic chain and valid
signification, the hadith is supported by corroborating evidence and indications of its
validity. Consequently, the extreme positions of some critics of the hadith are called into
question, and the necessity of protecting this hadith and the shared heritage of the Islamic
community, while avoiding divisive stances, is strongly emphasized.

Keywords: Love of the family of Muhammad (peace be upon them), martyr, unity,
Othman le-Khamis.
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