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Abstract

Al-Shaykh al-Mufid is among the prominent Imami scholars renowned for his
rationalist approach. Rationalism has various meanings and levels. One of the key functions
of reason (‘aqgl) is its instrumental role in acquiring religious knowledge. Beyond this, some
consider reason an independent source for obtaining knowledge. If these two interpretations
of rationalism are taken as the focus of inquiry, the question arises: Did al-Shaykh al-Mufid
view reason as an independent source equal to revelatory texts in acquiring theological
(kalami) beliefs, or did he assign reason merely an instrumental role? This study seeks to
answer this question by examining and analyzing al-Shaykh al-Mufid’s theological texts,
supplemented by certain historical-theological analyses. In exploring al-Shaykh al-Mufid’s
works, two types of evidence have been identified in response to this question. The first
includes instances where al-Shaykh al-Mufid directly refers to his stance on the role of
reason in acquiring theological knowledge. The second pertains to the practical application
of rational principles in explicating theological issues. Although the relatively common
view leans toward al-Shaykh al-Mufid considering reason a source for acquiring
theological knowledge, the findings of this study present evidence that challenges this
perspective.

Keywords: al-Shaykh al-Mufid, reason, revelation, theological knowledge, rational
judgments.
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