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A Reply to Ibn Taymiyya’s Objections to the Hadith of
“Radd al-Shams” (Reversal of the Sun)
with an Emphasis on Sunni Views
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Abstract

The incident of Radd al-Shams (the reversal of the sun) is one of the virtues attributed
to the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in historical accounts and
hadiths. Ibn Taymiyya has critiqued this account from multiple perspectives. He argues that
those who cited this incident lack the necessary competence to distinguish authentic hadiths
from inauthentic ones, rendering their reports unreliable. He further claims that, according
to hadith scholars, the transmitters of this report are weak, and their transmissions lack
credibility. In another objection, he asserts that the reversal of the sun does not establish
any virtue. This is because if the missed prayer was due to the individual’s fault, repentance
is required, and if the prayer time lapsed without fault, there is no need for the sun’s
reversal to repeat the prayer; the individual simply needs to perform the missed prayer
(gada’). Ibn Taymiyya also points out that the alleged immediate transmitter of this report,
Asma’ bint ‘Umays, was in Abyssinia at the time of the incident and thus could not have
transmitted it directly. However, a careful examination of the works of Sunni scholars
reveals that all of Ibn Taymiyya’s claims are baseless. Many scholars have long affirmed
the authenticity of this hadith and considered its transmitters reliable. Furthermore, they
believe that the occurrence of Radd al-Shams not only signifies a unique virtue of the
Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) but can also be regarded as one of the
miracles of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his household). Additionally,
some Sunni scholars have admitted that Asma’ bint ‘Umays was present in Medina at the
time of the Radd al-Shams incident.

Keywords: Imam Ali (peace be upon him), Radd al-Shams (Reversal of the Sun), lbn
Taymiyya, Sunni Muslims, Asma’ bint ‘Umays.
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