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Epistemic Plurality as a Solution for the Religion-Science Conflict
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Abstract

The issue of the conflict between science and religion has always been one of the most
challenging topics among philosophers of science and religion. One of its most important
yet least-addressed aspects is its epistemological dimension. Using an explanatory-
analytical method, this research seeks to answer the following question: Can a solution be
offered, from an epistemological perspective, to overcome the science-religion conflict?
The article first critically examines rival and opposing theories and then explains how the
problem can be resolved. One of the most important opposing theories is exclusivism
regarding empirical knowledge (i.e., empiricism). This view suffers from numerous serious
objections, including the invalidation of mathematical propositions, the unavoidable
presuppositions in scientific theories, the self-referential paradox of empiricism itself, and
the limited scope of empirical knowledge. Theories such as the independence of science
and religion and methodological pluralism in the sciences lack enough resources to resolve
the conflict, because they drastically restrict the domain of religion and cast doubt on the
complementarity of science and religion. In contrast, epistemic pluralism, in the sense of
carefully distinguishing and identifying the proper subject-matters of the various sciences,
is capable of fundamentally resolving the science-religion conflict, although it does not
deny the existence of prima facie or initial conflicts that can be rationally and scientifically
justified.

Keywords: epistemic pluralism, science-religion conflict, rational exclusivism,
empirical exclusivism, revelatory exclusivism.
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