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The Necessities of Religion and the Excommunication of
Their Denier in the Thought of Mirza Qummi

Mohammad Mahdi Karbaschi*
Abstract

Mirza Qummi, or as referred to in scholarly circles, Muhaqqiq Qummi (d. 1231 AH), is
one of the well-known jurists (fugaha’) and usulists (scholars of the principles of
jurisprudence) of recent centuries. In his works, he frequently attacked philosophers and
mystics and wrote extensively in criticism of their ideas. This research adopts an analytical
but non-critical method. That is, the aim is not to critique his foundations and views, but
rather to identify the influential components and establish connections among them to
arrive at the desired conclusion. The method of data collection in this study is library-based,
and the processing of the gathered data and information employs a descriptive-analytical
approach. Mirza Qummi, like many prominent figures of Imami Shiism, did not provide a
clear definition of the concept of "necessities/essentials of religion" (daririyyat al-din) in
his works. Instead, he expounded upon it by discussing its varieties and stating the rulings
pertaining to its instances. Previously published works on this topic include the articles:
"An Analysis of the Criterion of the Necessities of the Religion of Islam and the Imami
School,” "An Analytical Re-Identification of the Necessities of Religion and the School,”
and the five-article series "The Necessities of Religion." After presenting various criteria
and assumptions in explaining the necessities of religion, the types of denial thereof, and
despite his criticism and rejection of the well-known ideas of the mystics and philosophers,
as well as his severe reprimand of kalam (theology) and its method, Qummi does not agree
with the takfir (excommunication) of the great figures of the Shiite school.

Keywords: necessities of religion, takfir, Mirza Qummi.
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