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Examining the Relationship Between Islam and Freedom in
the Political Theology of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli

Ali Aghajani®
Abstract
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli has produced diverse and extensive works across various
dimensions of religious knowledge, including the field of political theology, establishing
him as a prominent figure. This article, drawing upon Quentin Skinner's intentionalist
hermeneutic method—with certain adaptations—analyzes aspects of the relationship
between Islam and freedom in Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's political theology. Accordingly,
the main question is: What is the nature of the relationship between Islam and freedom in
Avyatollah Javadi Amoli's perspective? The hypothesis rests on the premise that, grounded
in the mental and objective contexts as well as prevailing norms in this area, in Javadi
Amoli's view, no one except the Creator of humankind has the right to restrict human
freedom, and people enjoy freedom of belief, expression, residence, occupation, economic,
political, and social activities. Freedom to be chosen and to choose, the right to vote,
people’s participation in the political process, and the right to supervise the performance of
rulers are among the instances of political freedom in Islam. Accordingly, some of the
research findings include: Freedom in the sense of absolute liberation and unrestrictedness
negates freedom from the conceptual category, not from its essence. Although humans are
ontologically free, they are legislatively obligated to accept the true religion. Freedom has
degrees, intensity, and weakness. Everyone is free in matters of religiosity and acceptance
of religion, but the doctrinal consequences for individuals are not the same. Religious
government is not based on coercive force or imposition without regard for the people's
will. People's freedom is accompanied by responsibility before God. Freedom means the
implementation of rational rulings, not the pursuit of carnal desires. Freedom to be chosen,
freedom to choose, freedom to supervise rulers, and, in general, formal political
participation are legitimate.

Keywords: Islam and freedom, political theology, Javadi Amoli, Skinner, political
freedom.
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