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Abstract

A precise understanding of the sources of religious knowledge, along with knowing the
limits and boundaries of their function, as well as the relationships among them, is
necessary for the process of extracting religious teachings. By studying these sources, one
can outline a comprehensive theoretical system that has a significant impact on the
formulation of religious thought and serves as a guiding framework. Every hadith-scholar
jurist has adjusted his ijtihad-based views in accordance with this very theoretical system.
In this article, an effort has been made to derive the sources of religious knowledge and the
comprehensive theoretical system of Ahmad al-Bargi through a study of his book al-
Mahasin. The result is that, in his view, innate knowledge and the faith arising from it play
the most important role in attaining religious knowledge. Following this, reason, supported
by human innate disposition (fizra), directs a person toward the Prophet or Imam. The trust
and submission of the rational person toward them also follows from this innate faith. In
times when the Imam is not accessible, hadith is considered the reference for all revelatory
teachings, and the rational person establishes his connection to it based on submission. The
only difference is that trust in hadith is obtained through scrutinizing its content and gaining
certainty about the authenticity of its issuance.

Keywords: sources of knowledge, al-Bargi, al-Mahasin, reason, revelation (wahy),
innate disposition (fisra).
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