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Abstract

“Prohibiting the lawful” (takrim al-halal) is regarded by many jurists as a major sin and the
opposite of the Prophetic hadith: “The lawful of Muhammad is lawful until the Day of
Resurrection.” Numerous transmitted proofs also indicate its prohibition at the level of obligation
(takly) and its invalidity at the level of declarative ruling (wad 7). Nevertheless, in the Holy
Quran and exegetical hadiths, this act has been attributed to some infallible figures. Prophet
Jacob (lIsrael) in Verse 93 of Surah Al-i ‘Imran, the Noble Prophet in the first verse of Surah
al-Tahrim, and according to the occasions of revelation (sha’n al-nuzil) of Verse 87 of Surah
al-Ma’idah, as well as Imam Ali, are among those who reportedly prohibited some lawful things
upon themselves. This apparent conflict between the severe prohibition of prohibiting the lawful
and its attribution to the Infallibles is the main issue of the present study. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, and by collecting the opinions of exegetes and jurists, this article examines
and critiques four main justifications: 1) Prohibition in the sense of vow and oath; 2) Prohibition
in the sense of practical abstention; 3) Interpreting the Quranic prohibition as compassion rather
than rebuke; and 4) Permission granted to the Infallibles. The critiques show that these
justifications suffer from problems such as being contrary to the apparent meaning of the texts,
inconsistency with narrations, or lack of sufficient evidence. The findings of the research
indicate that the fundamental difference between the prohibition practiced by the Infallibles and
that practiced by infidels and polytheists lies in the element of “fabricating lies against God.” In
all verses related to polytheists, divine rebuke is accompanied by the accusation of fabrication;
whereas in the verses related to the Infallibles and believers, there is never any mention of
fabrication. Therefore, the prohibition attributed to the Infallibles is of the type of “customary
prohibition” (tahrim ‘wrfi), not “legislative prohibition” (tahrim tashri 1), which is specific to
polytheists and accompanied by fabricating lies against God. This theory, while resolving the
aforementioned conflict, is consistent with the apparent meaning of the verses and Shiite
theological principles regarding infallibility ( ‘isma).

Keywords: Prohibiting the Lawful, Changing Rulings, Infallibility of Prophets, Legislation,
Contradiction with the Book and Tradition.
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