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Abstract

The Argument of Possibility and Necessity (Burhan al-Iman wa-I-Wujub) has long
played a central role in the philosophical and theological systems of proving the existence
of God. This argument, relying on the distinction between “possibility” (imkan) and
“necessity” (wujiib) of existence, seeks to explain the necessity of the existence of
the Necessary Being (Wajib al-Wujiid). The present article examines the historical
development of this argument in the history of philosophical thought up to the
contemporary period and analyzes the views of prominent thinkers including al-Farabi, Ibn
Stna (Avicenna), Shaykh al-Ishraq (Suhrawardi), Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tasi, Mulla
Sadra, Hakim Sabzawari, and ‘Allama Tabataba'1. In this study, various formulations of the
argument are examined analytically and comparatively, and the innovations and intellectual
subtleties of each philosopher are analyzed. Furthermore, through a comparative approach,
the relationship between this argument and certain verses of the Holy Quran is explained.
The findings indicate that each philosopher, with their own specific formulation, has made
a significant contribution to the explanation and enrichment of this argument. The Quranic
application reveals new dimensions of the argument and emphasizes its prominent place in
the Islamic intellectual system.

Keywords: Argument of Possibility and Necessity, Necessary Being (Wajib
al-Wujid), Existence, Causality, Holy Quran.
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