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Abstract

In Shiite thought, divinely inspired knowledge (ilm ladunni) and absolute infallibility
(‘isma) are considered among the fundamental pillars of the station of Imamate. These
principles guarantee the legitimacy and the scientific and spiritual authority of the Infallible
Imams. However, some narrated hadiths apparently contradict these principles and have
created a serious challenge in Imami theology and jurisprudence. Misinterpretation of these
hadiths can lead to the weakening of the foundational beliefs of Imamate. This research,
using an analytical-descriptive method, examines the teaching role of the Imam (the
status of teaching) in order to provide a systematic solution to resolve these apparent
inconsistencies. The contribution of this article lies in investigating the relationship between
the Imam’s teaching authority and the theoretical defense of his knowledge and infallibility.
The findings indicate that many seemingly inconsistent behaviors—such as looking at a
non-mahram, apparent lack of knowledge regarding the prohibition of certain cheese, or
certain questions posed by the Imam—were in fact deliberate and purposeful actions
intended to teach religious rulings and guide the Ummah. This analysis not only resolves
the apparent contradictions but also highlights the Tmam’s teaching authority as a key
aspect of Imamate and provides an independent reason for defending its fundamental
principles.

Keywords: Status of Teaching, Imam’s Knowledge, Imam’s Infallibility, Inconsistent
Narrations, Imamate, Prophethood.
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