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Abstract

Zalal al-Ma ‘in fi Ahadith al-Arba n, written by Allamah Sayyid Abdullah Baladi
Bushehri (1291-1372 AH), is one of the most important creedal works from southern Iran
in the fourteenth century of the Hijri calendar. It was compiled with the aim of explaining
the foundational beliefs of Twelver Shiism. Three hadiths in this book are dedicated to the
topic of “Tawhid” (Divine Unity) and reflect the author’s theological framework in
addressing fundamental issues of divinity. The present study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method and based on the manuscript version of the work (catalogued as A 622 /
B 218/297 at the Astan Quds Razavi Library), seeks to extract and analyze the principles of
Tawhid in Allamah Baladi’s thought. The findings show that, by relying on Quranic verses
and hadiths, and in light of rational proofs, he strongly emphasizes several key principles:
(1) The absolute distinction between Creator and creation, and the rejection of any form of
existential union or incarnation, in critique of certain philosophical views; (2) The negation
of anthropomorphism (tashbih) and negationism (za til) through a precise interpretation of
the verse “There is nothing like unto Him” and affirming perfect attributes for God; (3) The
possibility of rough (ijmali) knowledge of God’s Essence and the impossibility of detailed
(tafsz/z) knowledge, along with a warning against excessive delving into the reality of the
Divine Essence; (4) Knowledge of God through the signs in the horizons (afagz) and in the
soul (anfust), which leads to certainty of faith and true servitude; (5) The duality in
creational (takwini) and legislative (tashri?) Lordship (rubiibiyya) and explaining its
relation to the obedience and worship of the obligated. Allamah Baladi presents a balanced
image of Tawhid that draws upon the Imami theological tradition, while containing a
critique of extreme philosophical rationalism on one hand, and avoiding Salafi literalism on
the other.

Keywords: Tawhid, Allamah Baladi Bushehri, al-4rba in, Imami Theology,
Distinction between Creator and Creation.
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