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Critical Examination of the Distinctions Between Magic
and Miracle from the Perspective of Theologians

Seyyed Saeed Kaffash Bokharaei®
Abstract

The present study critically examines the distinctions between magic and miracle
(rmu jiza) from the viewpoint of Islamic theologians (mutakallimitn). Employing an analytical
method and library-based sources, this research demonstrates that the traditional criteria
proposed by theologians for identifying a miracle are insufficient. The findings indicate that
even if magic and miracle possess an essential difference in the realm of subsistence, in the
real of proof and from an epistemological perspective, there is no definitive way to
distinguish between them. In this regard, the article introduces the rational principle of "the
wrongness of misguidance" (qubh al-idlal) as a rational basis for trusting claims of
prophethood. According to this theory, if a claimant to prophethood is lying, divine wisdom
requires that God prevent the misguidance of people. This concept can be invoked as a divine
guarantee for belief in the prophets—although it requires further elaboration within the
domain of religious knowledge. The present study, on one hand, constitutes a critique of
traditional views on differentiating magic from miracle and, on the other hand, offers an
epistemological solution to this problem.

Keywords: miracle, magic, the principle of the wrongness of granting a miracle to a liar,
epistemological distinction.

V. Level-Four Graduate, Maaref Institute.
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