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Abstract

Given the considerable volume of translated works in Iranian children's and young adult
literature (approximately half of all publications since 2018), content criticism of these
works is essential for safeguarding cultural identity and the beliefs of the future generation.
The present study aims to identify the key and problematic characteristics of secular
humanism in these works and to provide a framework for critics of children's literature
from the perspective of Islamic education. The main components of secular humanism—
including “anthropocentrism,” “pleasure-seeking,” “utilitarianism,” “self-centeredness,”
“belief in a non-intervening God,” “denial of the supernatural,” and “unconditional
freedom”—were extracted through the examination of humanist manifestos. Using
qualitative content analysis, examples of best-selling translated books for the 9-12 age
group were then analyzed, including the Treehouse series, Judy Moody, Matilda, and Good
Stories for Ambitious Girls. The findings indicate that extreme emphasis on individual
abilities and self-sufficiency, the removal or downplaying of God’s role and spiritual
matters, the normalization of pleasure-seeking and utilitarianism (even at the expense of
ethical principles), and the promotion of unlimited individual freedom are recurring themes
in these works. By explaining these characteristics, this study seeks to raise awareness
among critics, publishers, educators, and parents so they can make more informed choices
regarding works for children and adolescents, thereby preventing the negative impact of
this worldview on their religious identity.
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