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Abstract

The proliferation of critical literature against the theological and historical foundations
of Shiism—particularly in works claiming academic rigor, such as Usal Madhhab al-Shi‘a
al-Imamiyya al-Ithna ‘Ashariyya by Nasir al-Qaffari—doubles the necessity for a
methodological examination of the argumentative mechanisms employed in these texts.
The present study aims to identify, logically formulate, and analyze fallacious patterns used
in critiquing Shia viewpoints, and to provide a systematic framework for scholarly
response. The research method is descriptive—analytical, employing formal logic and
critical discourse analysis. Data were examined by extracting argumentative examples,
reconstructing them in syllogistic form, and assessing their formal and material validity.
The findings reveal that, in attempting to refute or weaken Shiite arguments, al-Qaffari
employs fifteen recognized types of fallacies across three primary functions: first, dialogue-
stalling fallacies such as equivocation, bare (unargued) denial, and reductionism; second,
pre-critique discrediting fallacies, including motive-ascription, ad hominem attacks, genetic
fallacy, false labeling, and smear tactics; and third, fallacies that distort the structure of
critique, such as straw man, one-sided evaluation, disputing the examples, and complex
question. For each fallacy, the logical structure is mapped, the argumentative error is
explained, and a response strategy is proposed at three levels: classical logicians,
contemporary critics, and a suggested framework based on research experience. The results
indicate that a substantial portion of the critiques advanced rely not on demonstrative
evidence but on persuasive stratagems and fallacious logical underpinnings. The
methodological framework presented not only offers a replicable model for scholarly
engagement with similar literature, but also, by shifting from content-based polemics to
structural critique, paves the way for evidence-based, prejudice-free interfaith dialogue.

Keywords: fallacy analysis, methodology of critique, critical interfaith discourse,
Shiite theology, Nasir al-Qaffari, strategies of logical response.
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