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Abstract

Belief in Mahdism (the doctrine of the Mahdi) exerts profound effects in the domain of
anthropology, particularly on human thought. The present study examines the impact of
this belief in three areas—ontology, theology, and Imamology—with emphasis on the
views of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. Using a library-based approach and thematic analysis
through coding, this research seeks to elucidate and analyze how belief in Mahdism
influences human perfectionism in doctrinal terms, based on the themes in Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli’s thought. The findings indicate that Mahdist thought not only implicitly constitutes
the infrastructure of the concept of perfection, is regarded—within the framework
of Imamology and in the figure of the Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil)—both
independently and as a complement to ontological and theological issues. Belief in Imam
al-Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance) is necessary for the purposiveness and
perfection of the cosmic order and enables the flourishing of the human being’s celestial
essence. Furthermore, the domain of Imamology, as complementary to ontological and
theological discussions, provides a clear picture of perfectionism and the path to attaining
it. This study is capable of offering a meaningful understanding of Mahdism and
perfectionism within the contemporary intellectual and cultural milieu, specifically at the
level of doctrinal worldview.
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