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Abstract

Wilaya (guardianship) is among the most important doctrinal principles in Shiism, as it
smooths the path to human felicity and constitutes the ultimate end of the human being’s
perfective movement. Both Mulla Sadra and ‘Allama Tabataba'1 regard wilaya as a graded
(tashkiki) reality with two aspects: ontological (takwini) and legislative (tashrif).
According to them, wilaya belongs essentially to God alone and extends downward through
lower levels. Mulla Sadra establishes God’s ontological wilaya by relying on his
philosophical principles, maintaining that God exercises guardianship over human affairs
for the purpose of guidance and implements this through revelation; he further divides
God’s legislative guardianship over the believers into three modes. ‘Allama Tabataba’t
proves God’s guardianship on the basis of the Quran and establishes God’s legislative
guardianship through philosophical argument within the context of social relations. This
study seeks to determine whether the arguments advanced by both thinkers in establishing
this doctrine share points of convergence and divergence with respect to the nature of their
arguments, their treatment of the subject matter, and the levels of their analyses. The

research method is library-based and analytical.

Keywords: God’s Wildya (Guardianship), ontological and legislative guardianship,
Mulla Sadra, ‘Allama Tabataba'1.
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